
11 APR 2015 UPDATE

 
It’s that vision thing… 

There is a time for reflection and concentration, a 
time for strengthening foundations and a time to 
start doing. After a year of reflection and 
concentration, the end of 2014 saw the Farmhouse 
Project assessing and strengthening it’s foundations 
and considering what’s next.   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Events and news 
Friend projects 
Project updates

THE CARGO BIKE 
FROM WHITE HOUSE 

TO FARMHOUSE 

SATURDAY 
WORKDAYS 

PICK UP YOUR BRUSH

PARTICIPATORY 
ACTION RESEARCH 
LETS START THEN

Something for all 
the family that is 
free democratic 
educational 
inspirational and 
will invoke the tap 
roots spirit of Govan  

News update for the  
Common Good Awareness 
Project, Govan.

FARMHOUSE
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We’ve been building a guiding framework, a 
vision to hang things on. It’s been while 
coming, but all good things take time. Making 
Conversation… 

 Public meetings 

We’ve held 2 open meetings to share ideas and encourage collaboration this 
Spring. These meetings were well attended – with participation from a range of 
organisations and community members with lots of discussion and plenty of 
ideas being shared. Questions have also arisen out of the conversations and we 
are working to develop responses to some of these questions. 

Talking to the community 

Meetings are a valuable opportunity for many people to get round the 
table, but we still believe it’s important to go to people where they’re 
at. On this basis we are still putting time into visiting different groups, 
like the Reminiscence Group, who we could work with around local 
history. We are looking to connect with schools and implement a 
garden education policy.  

Participatory learning 

Various groups in the community an beyond are interested in getting involved in different 
capacities, and knowledge sharing. Our Participatory Action Research project will also 
deal with folk at a one-to-one level. 

What we’ve been doing… 

Making space… 

As some of you know we’ve had 2 of 3 organised workdays which have 
involved clearing a space for activities to take place and ensuring the 
garden is a safe and welcoming place for all visitors of all ages. Thanks 
to all who lent a hand in this. 

Spanner in the works – or opportunity? 

Whilst rolling our sleeves up and pulling on the work boots 
however, a challenge came our way: the Council have 
decided to temporarily close the Farm House yard space 
for health & safety reasons.  This was not something we 
were aware would happen, however we recognise that 
health and safety is an issue at the site and we can see 
value in engaging in dialogue with the council and other 
users in how to get the space working for everyone.  We 
are currently in discussions with the council about how to 
move forwards in an inclusive manner.  We’ll keep you 
posted on this dialogue.   
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Creative ways of 
encouraging public life . 
That is the life that goes 
on outside of your house 

Documenting  
We have been participating 
in the Well Said project 
running at Plantation 
Productions. Where we are 
making a short Common 
Good film and we will be 
helping to train folk up in 
audio, film  and interview 
technique for out 
Participatory Action 
Research project. 

plantation.org.uk 
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Making a framework…  

What comes next? 

We want to make sure those that drive the Farmhouse Project forward 
are representative, accountable and skilled in identifying and 
addressing the needs of the Govan community.  We have been putting 
time into developing a steering group and an advisory group for this 
year’s key project to make sure the work is meaningful and sustainable. 
If you’d like to play a role in one of these groups – or become a general 
member please get in touch. 

The commons needs long term vision. How are we to 
articulate what we want to others if we don’t have a 
shared vision ourselves? Of course this process of 
visioning, sharing and negotiating continues but we are 
feeling ready to start doing these things.  

Collective enquiry:  
Common Good Study Group  
We’re in the final stages of developing the Common Good Study Group through which a 
group of folk representing different organisations and groups around govan will share & 
develop their knowledge on how best a common good 
resource can serve the community of Govan. If you’re 
interested in getting involved please contact us for 
more information.  We’ve also been working on ideas 
on how to actively engage young people in these 
processes, ensuring that their voices are included as 
we progress 

In the streets… 
We’re planning a programme of activities to engage folks in the streets and in the site 
(once it’s a safe and accessible space).  Activities include the Propa-Bike, where we will 
be kitting out our rickshaw, cargo bike to take round schools, events with a box of tricks 
to inform folk of what we are up to.  Stay tuned for more info on this! that their voices 
are included as we progress 

Events coming up… 
- Study Group Induction. 
- Common Good Awareness Project AGM .  
– Public Meeting.  
– first study group Film Night. 
DAY ONE: Introducing each other and the project  
DAY TWO: Introducing the city. 
DAY THREE: Discovering our environment. 
DAY FOUR: An action plan. 

Keep in touch or sign up to updates
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Friend groups 

Galgael 
Plantation 
Concrete Garden  
Spirit of Revolt  
Friends of Kelvingrove park  
Govan Craigton Integration 
Network  
Friends Victoria Park 
Free Wheel North 
The white house 
Blueprint Scotland  

Talking and Visits 
 
We are constantly out in 
the community talking to 
people, in groups and on a 
one to one basis. We will 
be doing much more of 
this in the PAR project. If 
you would like to talk to 
us about any part of the 
project. What we are 
doing and why. How to 
become involved and help 
to form the questions we 
need to ask  

Spirit  of Revolt  
kids workshop on rent 
strike using string to 
examine critical 
connections. A 
technique that will be 
used reconnecting 
young folk with their 
commons 

info@inthecommongood.org  Sign up for updates via blog:  commgood.wordpress.com


